
LESSICO SULLA SCUOLA (=SCHOOL) 
 
DIFFERENT TYPES OF SCHOOL: 
ASILO NIDO= NURSERY SCHOOL/ PLAYSCHOOL 
SCUOLA DELL’INFANZIA/ SCUOLA MATERNA: NURSERY SCHOOL, KINDERGARTEN 
SCUOLA PRIMARIA: PRIMARY SCHOOL 
SCUOLA ELEMENTARE: ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
SCUOLA MEDIA/ SCUOLA SECONDARIA DI PRIMO GRADO: MIDDLE SCHOOL/ SECONDARY SCHOOL 
SCUOLA SUPERIORE/ SCUOLA SECONDARIA DI SECONDO GRADO: HIGH SCHOOL 
 
THE HIGH SCHOOL IN ITALY CAN BE OF DIFFERENT KINDS: 

- LICEO ARTISTICO: ARTS HIGH SCHOOL 
- LICEO CLASSICO: CLASSICAL HIGH SCHOOL  
- LICEO LINGUISTICO: FOREIGN LANGUAGE HIGH SCHOOL 
- LICEO SCIENTIFICO: SCIENTIFIC HIGH SCHOOL 
- LICEO DELLE SCIENZE UMANE: HUMAN SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL 
- ISTITUTO PROFESSIONALE: PROFESSIONAL INSTITUTE  
- ISTITUTO ALBERGHIERO: CATERING INSTITUTE, HOSPITALITY TRAINING INSITUTE 
- ISTITUTO TECNICO: TECHNICAL INSTITUTE  

 
 
AFTER HIGH SCHOOL YOU CAN DECIDE IF YOU WANT TO WORK OR CARRY ON WITH YOUR 
STUDIES. IF YOU CARRY ON WITH YOUR STUDIES THEN YOU WILL GO TO: UNIVERSITY OR COLLEGE 
 
THE UNIVERSITY IS DIVIDED INTO: 

- LAUREA TRIENNALE: THE FIRST THREE YEARS OF UNIVERSITY TO EARN A BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE 

- LAUREA MAGISTRALE: AFTER THE BACHELOR’S DEGREE, YOU CAN ATTEND TWO YEARS OF 
UNIVERSITY THAT WILL GIVE YOU THE MASTER’S DEGREE. 

- IL MASTER: IT IS A POST- GRADUATE DEGREE. IT USUALLY LASTS ONLY ONE YEAR. IT IS A 
SPECIALISATION COURSE.  

 
WHAT DO I FIND IN THE CLASS? 
LA CLASSE= CLASS 
LA LAVAGNA=BLACKBOARD  
IL GESSO= CHALK  
LA CATTEDRA= THE DESK OF THE TEACHER  
IL BANCO = THE DESK OF THE STUDENT  
LA SEDIA= CHAIR 
IL LIBRO= THE BOOK  
IL QUADERNO= NOTEBOOK/ EXERCISE BOOK 
IL QUADERNO A RIGHE = LINED EXERCISE BOOK 
IL QUADERNO A QUADRETTI = SQUARED NOTEBOOK 
IL RACCOGLITORE= BINDER, PORTFOLIO 
IL BLOC-NOTES= NOTEPAD 
LA PENNA= PEN 
LA MATITA= PENCIL 
LA GOMMA= ERASER 



IL TEMPERINO= SHARPENER  
IL RIGHELLO= RULER 
IL COMPASSO= COMPASS 
IL BIANCHETTO = CORRECTION FLUID (Wite-out, Tipp-Ex) 
L’EVIDENZIATORE = HIGHLIGHTER 
IL PENNARELLO= MARKER PEN 
LE MATITE COLORATE = COLOURED PENCILS 
GLI ACQUARELLI = WATERCOLOURS 
LA CALCOLATRICE = CALCULATOR  
IL DIZIONARIO= DICTIONARY  
LA CARTELLA= FOLDER 
LO ZAINO = SCHOOLBAG/ RUCKSACK 
L’ASTUCCIO = PENCIL CASE 
IL DIARIO = DIARY 
LE FORBICI= SCISSORS  
LA COLLA= GLUE 
 
SUBJECTS 
MATEMATICA= MATHEMATICS (MATHS) 
GEOMETRIA= GEOMETRY 
ARITMETICA = ARITHMETIC (MATHS + GEOMETRY) 
SCIENZE= SCIENCE 
FISICA= PHYSICS  
CHIMICA= CHEMISTRY 
BIOLOGIA= BIOLOGY 
LINGUE MODERNE= MODERN LANGUAGES 
INGLESE= ENGLISH 
FRANCESE= FRENCH 
ITALIANO= ITALIAN  
GRAMMATICA= GRAMMAR 
LETTERATURA = LITERATURE  
RELIGIONE= RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
GINNASTICA/ EDUCAZIONE FISICA= PHYSICAL EDUCATION ( CALLED ALSO “P.E.”) 
STORIA= HISTORY 
FILOSOFIA= PHILOSOPHY  
GEOGRAFIA = GEOGRAPHY 
ARTE= ART 
TECNOLOGIA = TECHNOLOGY  
MUSICA= MUSIC 
LATINO = LATIN 
GRECO= GREEK 
DIRITTO= LAW 
ECONOMIA = ECONOMY 
INFORMATICA= COMPUTER STUDIES 
 
 
 
 



PEOPLE IN A SCHOOL 
IL PRESIDE= HEADMASTER (US: PRINCIPAL) 
IL VICEPRESIDE= VICE PRINCIPAL 
L’INSEGNANTE = TEACHER 
LA MAESTRA= TEACHER  
IL PROFESSORE/ LA PROFESSORESSA= PROFESSOR  
IL BIDELLO/ LA BIDELLA= JANITOR/ CARETAKER 
L’ALUNNO/ L’ALUNNA=PUPIL (di solito di “primary school”) 
LO STUDENTE/ LA STUDENTESSA = STUDENT  
COMPAGNO DI CLASSE= CLASSMATE 
COMPAGNO DI BANCO= DESK MATE 
BIBLIOTECARIO= LIBRARIAN 
SEGRETARIO/A= SECRETARY 
 
 
STRUCTURE: 
L’AULA= CLASSROOM 
L’AULA MAGNA= LECTURE HALL/ GREAT HALL 
LA PALESTRA = GYM 
LO SPOGLIATOIO = CHANGING ROOM 
L’UFFICIO DI SEGRETERIA/ SEGRETERIA= ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
L’UFFICIO DEL PRESIDE = PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE/ HEADMASTER’S OFFICE 
IL CORTILE= COURTYARD  
SALA COMPUTER= COMPUTER ROOM 
LA BIBLIOTECA= LIBRARY 
IL BAGNO = BATHROOM 
LA MENSA SCOLASTICA= CAFETERIA 
 
DO NOT CONFUSE “LA BIBLIOTECA = LIBRARY” WITH “LA LIBRERIA= BOOKSHOP”!! 
 
IMPORTANT WORDS: 
SOSTENERE UN ESAME =TO TAKE AN EXAM 
PASSARE UN ESAME = TO PASS AN EXAM 
ESSERE BOCCIATO= TO FAIL 
ESSERE PROMOSSO = TO PASS 
STUDIARE= TO STUDY 
IMPARARE= TO LEARN 
RIPASSARE= TO REVISE 
SCRIVERE= TO WRITE 
LEGGERE= TO READ 
INSEGNARE= TO TEACH  
CAPIRE= TO UNDERSTAND 
FIRMARE= TO SIGN 
IMBROGLIARE= TO CHEAT 
COPIARE= TO COPY 
FREQUENTARE= TO ATTEND 
IMPARARE A MEMORIA= TO LEARN BY HEART 
DARE UN ESEMPIO= TO GIVE AN EXAMPLE 



PRENDERE APPUNTI= TO WRITE DOWN/TO MAKE NOTES 
FARE ATTENZIONE= TO PAY ATTENTION 
TO ASK A QUESTION= FARE UNA DOMANDA 
RIPETERE= TO REPEAT 
ESERCITARSI= TO PRACTISE 
SOTTOLINEARE= TO UNDERLINE 
CANCELLARE= TO ERASE 
CERCARE (UNA PAROLA SUL DIZIONARIO) = TO LOOK UP 
STARE AL PASSO= TO KEEP UP 
CONSEGNARE= TO HAND IN 
VOTO= MARK/ GRADE 
SUFFICIENZA = PASSING GRADE 
INSUFFICIENZA = LOW MARK, BELOW AVERAGE MARK 
FREQUENZA= ATTENDANCE  
ESSERE PRESENTE= TO BE PRESENT  
ESSERE ASSENTE= TO BE ABSENT  
COMPORTAMENTO = BEHAVIOUR 
DOMANDA = QUESTION 
RISPOSTA = ANSWER 
ERRORE= MISTAKE 
GIUSTO = RIGHT 
SBAGLIATO = WRONG 
L’ESAME = EXAM 
IL DIPLOMA= DIPLOMA, SCHOOL-LEAVING CERTIFICATE  
LAUREA = DEGREE 
IL COMPITO= HOMEWORK 
IL COMPITO IN CLASSE/ LA VERIFICA= TEST / WRITTEN TEST 
L’INTERROGAZIONE = ORAL TEST 
LE VACANZE= HOLIDAYS 
L’INTERVALLO= BREAK 
IL CAMPANELLO= BELL 
IL GREMBIULE = SMOCK  
LA LEZIONE= LESSON  
 
 


